
* The congregation will please stand, as you are able. Amplifying devices are available at the Welcome Center desk.

Prelude  arr. Victor Labenske
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
David Córdoba Hernandez, pianist

Call to Worship Psalm 51:1-5 Rev. Kathryn Kimmel
Leader: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
All: According to your abundant mercy blot out my 

transgressions.

Leader: Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from 
my sin.

 All: For I knew my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.

Leader: Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil 
in your sight, so that you are justified in your sentence and 
blameless when you pass judgment.

All: Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner who my mother 
conceived me.

Hymn  Our Lenten Journey LENTEN JOURNEY

 (The hymn is found on the back of the worship guide)

Lenten Reading Psalm 51:6-9 Rev. Bill Russell
Leader: You want complete honesty, so teach me true wisdom.
All: Wash me with hyssop until I am clean.

Leader: Let me be happy and joyful! You crushed my bones, now let 
them celebrate.

 All: Turn your eyes from my sin and cover my guilt.

Choral Worship Create In Me a Clean Heart Carl F. Mueller
Kingsway Christian Church Choir

Gospel Reading  Rev. Kathryn Kimmel
John 8:1-11

(page 927 in the pew Bible)

Leader: For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God 
among us, for the Word of God within us . . .

All: Thanks be to God.

THE WORSHIP OF GOD
Ash Wednesday

Message  Rev. Dr. Kathryn Kimmel
Down to Dust

Musical Meditation  WONDROUS LOVE

What Wondrous Love Is This 
Robert Moody, cello

Prayer of Confession  Rev. Geoff Mitchell
Leader: Most holy and merciful God: we confess to you and to one 

another, and to the whole communion of saints in heaven and 
on earth, that we have sinned by our own fault in thought, 
word, and deed; by what we have done, and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart, 
and mind, and strength. We have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been 
forgiven.

All: Have mercy on us, Lord.

Leader: Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done: 
for our blindness to human need and suffering, and our 
indifference to injustice and cruelty, for all false judgments, 
for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and for our 
prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, 
for our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of 
concern for those who come after us, 

 All: Accept our repentance, Lord.

Leader: Accomplish in us the work of your salvation,
All: That we may show forth your glory in the world.

Leader: By the cross and passion of your Son, our Lord,
All: Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

Imposition of Ashes  Rev. Ryan Starr
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.

Lenten Reading Psalm 51:10-17 Rev. Bill Russell
Leader: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right 

spirit within me.
All: Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take 

your holy spirit from me.

Leader: Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a 
willing spirit.

a different way to be Baptist

 All: Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will 
return to you.

Leader: Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, of my salvation, and my 
tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance.

All: O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your 
praise.

Leader: For you have no delight in sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt 
offering, you would not be pleased.

All: The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken 
and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

Closing Hymn Speak to My Heart HOLCOMB

Speak to my heart, Lord Jesus, Speak that my soul may hear;
Speak to my heart, Lord Jesus, calm ev’ry doubt and fear.

Speak to my heart, oh, speak to my heart,
Speak to my heart I pray;

Yielded and still, seeking Thy will,
Oh, speak to my heart today.

Benediction  Rev. Ryan Starr
Please depart in silence.

*

Per the policy of FBC, masks must be worn over the mouth and nose at 
all times in the building. Thank you. 

Today’s worship participants are Bill Russell, Pastor of Central Christian 
Church; Kingsway Christian Church Choir; Geoff Mitchell, Senior 
Minister at Lindenwood Christian Church; Robert Moody, Music Director 
of the Memphis Symphony Orchestra; and Ryan Starr, Senior Minister at 
Kingsway Christian Church. 

Broadcast and streaming assistance of the worship service is provided by 
Harold Weaver, Jack Hagerman, Scott Malone and Skip Howard. 

THE CHRISTIAN YEAR
Ash Wednesday is intended to be a bold confrontation with death 
intended to set in motion a reconsideration of the meaning of life and 
death—apart from Christ and in Christ. Ashes, the sign of death, are 
put on the forehead in the shape of a cross reminding us that though 
we may die we can die in Christ; the one who conquers death. Ash 
Wednesday opens the season of Lent, a season of fasting and prayer.



200 East Parkway North
Memphis, TN 38112

Ash Wednesday

March 2, 2022

Rev. Kathryn Kimmel, D.Min. 
Senior Pastor

Rev. Holly Hatton
Associate Pastor 

Rev. Ray Hatton
Music Ministry Interim

Aaron Foster
Organist

David Córdoba Hernandez
Pianist

901.454.1131 phone
fbcmemphis.orgStay Connected to First Baptist through Social Media

www.facebook.com/fbcmemphis  •  Twitter: @fbcmemphis

Would you become a pilgrim on the road to love?

The first condition is that you make yourself 
humble as dust and ashes.

 —Anserit of Heart

A WORD ABOUT FBC

First Baptist Memphis is a Midtown congregation that seeks to 
follow Christ by practicing hospitality, community, dialogue, and 
service.

LISTEN/WATCH: AT HOME OR ON THE ROAD

The Radio Bible Class (10:30 am) and this service (11:00 am) are 
broadcast live on radio stations ESPN 680 AM, and ESPN 92.9 
FM.

Sermons and worship services are available in an audio format 
online at www.fbcmemphis.org/sermons.


