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REMINDERS
Church Conference on
January 30: Learn more on
page 2.
Epiphany Fellowship
January 6 at 6 pm
Youth Lock-In
Learn more on page 2.
Kids Missions Valentine Card
Fundraiser
Learn more on page 2.
Las Posadas Recap on page
3.
70th Anniversary Organ
Recital Recap
Learn more on page 4.

I never had the privilege of knowing Tom’s mother, but
when he tells stories of her, she comes to life. After years
of stories, I feel like I know her, and I love her. One of
Tom’s favorite things to tell of her during this season
in particular is her commentary on California and
Christmas lights. Some people leave them up all year long,
she would say… “it’s tacky!”
I laugh at her sentiment, and I relate.
Growing up, Christmas was over after
December 25. Decorations came
down, and we went back to life as
usual. But the Christian Calendar
teaches us something different. It
teaches us that Christmas goes on
for 12 days, taking us right up to the
day of Epiphany, January 6. This is
the day we remember the magi who
followed that great star in the sky.
They searched out that great light
in the middle of darkness and they
followed it all the way to Jesus.
When it comes time to pack away
our Christmas decorations this year,
I think I’ll leave up some lights. May
they serve as a reminder of the magi
and remind me always to follow the
light.
At First this year, we will remember
the story of Epiphany a little early
in our January 2 service, then we
will celebrate Epiphany again on it’s

official day: January 6. You won’t
want to miss this one… we will
celebrate in the old Appalachian style
called, “Breaking-up Christmas.
The Christmas season in the Blue
Ridge mountain area was once
celebrated for days on end. There
were gatherings of family and friends,
good food, and lots of music. The
tradition was called Breaking up
Christmas, and December 25 was just
the beginning! Starting on Christmas
and continuing for 12 days, people in
the mountains would go from house
to house visiting neighbors, dancing
and playing music.
This Epiphany, we will “Break-Up”
Christmas with Bluegrass music,
chili, and sweet treats. Come help
us celebrate as we live into the good,
light shining news of Epiphany!
Kat
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Annual Church Conference

Epiphany Fellowship

Please mark your calendar for our Annual Church
Conference on Sunday, January 30, following morning
worship in the Fellowship Hall.

There is an Appalachian tradition of gathering on
Epiphany to dance, sing, share a meal and break up
Christmas.

We will gather for lunch and the annual business meeting.
At the meeting, the church will approve the 2022 Church
Budget and approve new committee members.

We will gather in the Welcome Center on Thursday,
January 6 at 6 pm to share a meal, and enjoy some
bluegrass music while we take down the Christmas
decorations.

JAN. 30, FOLLOWING WORSHIP

YOUTH

Lock-In

BEGINS JAN. 15, 7 PM
Calling all Youth! Are you ready to party ‘til the break of
dawn?
Our Annual Youth Lock-In is Saturday, Jan 15. Be there!

JAN. 6, 6-8 PM

Please either bring
a croc-pot of chili,
chili fixin’s, or a
dessert to share
as we honor this
lively tradition!

WORSHIP

FBC Worship Options
KIDS MISSIONS

SUNDAYS, 11 AM

Valentine's Cards

You can join us in person Sundays at 11 am for worship.
The service is aired live on radio stations on 680 AM
and 92.9 FM during the 11 am hour. The worship
service is also being recorded and will be uploaded to the
church's Facebook page and YouTube channel on Sunday
afternoons.

FEB. 6

Our Kid’s Missions group will be selling handmade
Valentine cards on Sunday, February 6 before and after
worship.
Cards are $5 each, and all proceeds will go towards local
missions.

MEMORIALS
In memory of Rev. J. L. Pitman by
Anonymous
In memory of M. V. Highsmith by
Willena Highsmith

HONORARIA
In honor of Tom & Kat Kimmel by
Helen and Mark Monts
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Letters to FBC
On behalf of the FBDS teachers I wanted to reach out
and express how appreciative I am for all of the help
we received from FBC Members with our book fair in
November.
It was so nice to have warm smiles to greet our parents
and assist them with their purchases. We have broken our
record in sales this year and have raised around $1500 to

purchase books for our classrooms. This is outstanding
and our teachers will be so thankful and excited to have
fresh books to fill their bookshelves.
Thank you again for your help! I really do appreciate it.
Mary Anne Waddell
FBDS Director

ADVENT-URE

Scenes from Las Posadas
We had a wonderful time re-enacting the search of Mary and Joseph for a place to stay in Bethlehem on December 12.
We wanted to thank the Pfrommer Family, Marchand Family, and the Mangham Family for portraying our posaderos
(innkeepers) during Las Posadas.
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a different way to be Baptist
70th ANNIVERSARY

Seventieth Anniversary Organ Recital
RECAP

A very appreciative audience of members and visitors
helped celebrate the 70th anniversary of the dedication of
the Wicks Sanctuary organ with a multi-performer recital
on Sunday afternoon, December 12, 2021, produced and
hosted by the Church Archives.
The Sanctuary was seasonally decked out with trees,
wreaths and poinsettias; two blue spotlights were focused
on the visible organ pipe cases above the choir loft;
and the afternoon sunlight shone in refracted through
hundreds of stained glass window panes, adding to the
feeling of warmth emanating from every part of the
Sanctuary.
Classical organ works, hymns, and music for Advent
and Christmas stretched across the programs of the five
participants who performed at the organ and piano,
delivering a variety of musical styles:
• David Caudill, grandson of our former Pastor
Emeritus, Dr. R. Paul Caudill, and choirmaster /
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organist in residence at First Presbyterian Church and
Senior Carillonneur at Idlewild Presbyterian Church
• Chip Houston, baritone soloist
• Aaron Foster, our organist in residence since 2017
• John Michael Pfrommer, First Baptist Church
member, sophomore at White Station High School and
member of the White Station Jazz and Marching Bands
• James R. Jones, nationally-known concert organist
and choral conductor
• David Córdoba Hernández, our church pianist
and doctoral candidate in the School of Music at the
University of Memphis
The recital was live streamed and is available for viewing
on both the church’s Facebook page and YouTube page.

