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Will Always Be Part of Who I Am
REV. DR. RANDY L. HYDE, INTERIM PASTOR

The classic twentieth-century preacher Halford E. 
Luccock writes about preaching. . . “There is a clear 
and courageous forthrightness,” he says, “which can 
speak all the more effectively because it speaks in the 
accents of love and respect. Such accents make it clear 
that the preacher’s desire is not to ‘put something over’ 

or to indulge in the false heroics 
of denunciation, but patiently to 
persuade people, for the sake of God 
and his Kingdom...”

That is what I have tried to give my life 
to, including these last two-and-a-half 
years: persuading others, for the sake of 
God and the Kingdom, in the accents 
of love and respect. In those times I 
have failed to do so for you, please 
accept my apology. For those occasions 
when you’ve been touched by God’s 
grace, perhaps because of something 
I’ve said or done, please give praise to 
the One we are committed to serve.

Another, final thought came to me 
through my familiarity with the 
writings of Frederick Buechner (I’m 
familiar with just about everything 
he has written). He writes about his 
relationship with his mother:

“It is so easy to sum up other people’s 
lives, . . . and necessary too, of course, 

especially our parents’ lives. It is a way 
of reducing their giant figures to a size 
we can manage, I suppose, a way of 
getting even maybe, of getting on, of 
saying goodbye. The day will come 
when somebody tries to sum you up 
the same way and also me. Tell me 
about old Buechner then. What was 
he really like? What made him tick? 
How did his story go? Well, you see, 
this happened and then that happened, 
and then that, and that is why he 
became thus and so, and why when 
all is said and done it is not so hard to 
understand why things turned out for 
him as they finally did. Is there any 
truth at all in the patterns we think we 
see, the explanations and insights that 
fall so readily from our tongues? Who 
knows. The main thing that leads me 
to believe that what I’ve said about my 
mother has at least a kind of partial 
truth is that I know at first hand that 
it is true of the mother who lives on 
in me and will always be part of who I 
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Words cannot express the joy we experienced on 
Sunday, June 27 when Rev. Dr. Kimmel preached in 
view of a call.  

It was an amazing day and a foretaste of what’s to come. 
To God be the glory!  

Neither can words express the gratitude for the prayers 
offered over and over throughout the time of searching 
for the one God had prepared and sent to us. To quote 
the anthem of that Sunday, “God is always faithful. His 
promises are true. The work has just begun but God 
will see us through.” 

Thanks be to God, the Author and Finisher of our 
faith, who has plans to prosper us, who protects us from 
harm, who fills us with hope and gives us a future!

Thank you, First Baptist!  

PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE

Thank You from the Pastor Search 
CommitteeDear First Baptist,

As I sit down to write to you, 
Paul is on my mind. His letters 
make up much of our New 
Testament and give us a peek 
inside the early church. He 
writes to churches, who like 
us, are working out what it is 
to live in the light of Christ, 
facing real life challenges and asking real life questions. 
Though we don’t have copies of these, we know by his 
writing that the churches wrote Paul too. As he offers 
instruction and encouragement to these congregations, he 
is also lifted up by their partnership in ministry, learning 
from their friendship along the way. Paul’s letter to the 
Philippians is especially on my mind today as he writes, 
“I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my 
prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of 
your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 
being confident of this, that he who began a good work in 
you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 
Jesus.”

FBC, I am praying for you, giving thanks for you each 
time I do, and I’m looking forward to being together with 
you again. I am praying for our partnership in the gospel 
as we begin this new journey together, and as we do, I 
want to hear from you. So I’m asking that you write to me 
too. Write to me and tell me about your journey to FBC. 
Tell me what you love about your church community. Tell 
me about your hopes for the future of the church. You can 
send your letters to kkimmel@fbcmemphis.org.

I am looking forward to seeing you all again. Until then, I 
will be looking for your letters and praying along with you 
for all that God will do among us, within us, and through 
us at First Baptist. 

With joyful anticipation,

Kat

LETTER

A Note From Pastor Kat

 . . .Part Of Who I Am, Continued from page 1

am. “It is that last line, that his mother “will always be 
part of who I am,” and that she “lives on in me,” that 
resonated most with me. Though our time together 
has been relatively short, First Baptist Memphis “will 
always be part of who I am” and live “on in me.” It is 
important to me that I tell you that, and I hope it is 
important to you as well.

It could go without saying, but I will say it anyway (if 
for no other reason than it’s never stopped me before!), 
Janet and I will keep you in our prayers and in our 
hearts.

God Bless, Randy

P.S. Treat the Reverend Dr. Kathryn “Kat” Spangler 
Kimmel and her husband Tom as well as you have 
treated Janet and me, and all will be well!
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Please join us for a lunch 
to say thank you to 
Randy and Janet Hyde 
on Sunday, August 22 at 
noon in the Fellowship 
Hall.

Fried chicken and drinks 
will be provided by the 
church. We are asking 

church members to bring the following:
• A-M sides

• N-Z desserts

Notes/cards for the Hydes can be turned into the box in 
the Welcome Center or returned to a staff member.

CHURCH-WIDE FELLOWSHIPS

Farewell Luncheon for Randy and Janet Hyde
SUNDAY, AUGUST 22, NOON, FH

They say that 
breakfast is the 
most important 
meal of the day. 
Let’s make sure 
The Kimmels' 
first Sunday with 
us is off to a 
great start with 
a fabulous First 
Cup.

We will spend the Sunday School hour in a time of 
fellowship with Kat and Tom in the Welcome Center. 

Bring your best sweet and savory finger foods or fresh 
fruit. Beverages will be provided. 

CHURCH-WIDE FELLOWSHIPS

Pastor Kat's First Cup
SUNDAY, AUGUST 29, 9:30-10:30 AM, WELCOME CENTER

Our Church-wide 
Fellowships task 
force is working with 
the Pastor Search 
Committee and Kat 
and Tom Kimmel 
to finalize details 
for Pastor Kat's 
Installation Service as 

the twenty-third Pastor of First Baptist Church of Memphis.

CHURCH-WIDE FELLOWSHIPS

Welcoming the Kimmels: A Month of 
Festivities
Our FBC Sunday School classes will host a variety of 
church-wide events throughout September in honor of the 
Kimmels. 

Dates, times and details will be publicized in the September 
Together and weekly in the Sunday worship guide and 
Wednesday Table Talk.

INSTALLATION SERVICE

The Installation of Rev. Dr. Kathryn Kimmel
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Our Youth traveled to Gulf Shores, AL in 
June for a week of sun, fun, togetherness, 
recreation, and re-creation. 

We had a wonderful week! I was so proud 
of the way our teens played with each 
other, encouraged each other, and sought 
moments to sit with God. 

Big thanks to the Burtons 
for hosting us, and to 
Tara Burton and Scott 
Malone for being awesome 
chaperones. 

YOUTH

Youth Beach Trip
SUMMER RECAP

Each month this summer, our children 
are meeting at the pool for an afternoon 
of Godly play with water.

In June, we explored the story of The 
Exodus and the parting of the Red Sea. 

In July, we learned about John the 
Baptist and explored the story of Jesus’s 
baptism. 

It may not be the traditional VBS, but I 
gotta say that we are loving VBSwim! 

CHILDREN

Vacation Bible Swim
SUMMER RECAP

Let’s end the summer with a bang! 

Children and families are invited for 
an afternoon of swimming and fun on 
Saturday, August 7 from 1-4 pm at the 
Wilsons home. 

There is no rain date for this event. 

CHILDREN

Back to School Pool Party
AUGUST 7, 1-4 PM

Sunday School returned to First 
Baptist after more than a year’s 
hiatus this Spring. 

Three Sunday School classes have 
begun meeting in-person at the 
church since April. We also have 
small groups meeting at the church 
again during the week.  

At this time, we are allowing each 
Sunday School class to determine 
the best time for them to return to 
meeting regularly at the church. 

When your Sunday School 
class is ready to return to 
church on Sunday mornings, 
the teacher should send an 
e-mail to Bridget Ellis (bellis@
fbcmemphis.org) letting us
know the date you would like

to return. 

We’ll provide you with any 
necessary information to ensure the 
return of your Sunday School class 
will be as safe as possible.  

Thank you for your patience and 
your dedication and prayers for our 
church.  

Tom Marchand

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday School Returns to First Baptist
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First Baptist Memphis is participating 
in the On the Move: Together for 
Hope to raise awareness and money 
for Together for Hope (a CBF 
missions project that ministers to 

the poorest counties in the US) and to encourage all of us to 
MOVE more. 

This is a virtual project that began May 15 and goes through 
August 15. For $30 you can sign up at http://cbfky.org/
Tchaikovsky-virtual-walk-run-swim-ride. You will get more 
info (and a cool t-shirt) when you sign up. Gayla Foscue 
(gayla.foscue@gmail.com) will be happy to answer questions. 
Donations are accepted. Checks payable to First Baptist 
Church with “Together for Hope” on memo line.

TOGETHER FOR HOPE

On the Move: Together For Hope
MAY 15-AUGUST 15, 2021

MEMORIALS
In memory of Frances Ray's birthday by

Milton Ray

HONORARIA
In honor of Janet & Randy Hyde by

Mark & Sally Smith

In honor of the  
Pastor Search Committee by

Willena Highsmith

FBC has several ways for you to keep up with your giving 
schedule.

Mail

You may continue to mail your check to the church, 
FBC, Attn: Financial Administrator, 200 E Parkway N., 
Memphis, TN 38112.

Online via our website

You may give via our website, fbcmemphis.org/giving, 
using a credit card.

Online via your bank's bill pay or ACH Payments

If you already pay your household bills through online 
banking, you can simply add First Baptist Church as a 
new additional payee. The address you would use for 
payment is 200 E. Parkway N., Memphis, TN 38112. 
Phone # 901-454-1131. You will need to put your FBC 
member envelope number in as your payee account 
number. If you do not know your member envelope 
number, email Lisa Butts at lbutts@fbcmemphis.org 
and she will send it to you. You can put in an amount to 

send automatically each time period (you decide the time 
period), or you can simply go in each week/month/etc., 
and have the amount sent to us just as you would other 
bills.

For those who would prefer to have an automatic 
payment set-up from your bank account or credit card, 
you can request ACH Form from the finance office, 
complete it, sign, and return to the finance office at FBC, 
200 E. Parkway N., Memphis, TN 38112. The form will 
lead you through completion. You have the option of 
specifying what account you want to the amount to be 
deducted from, how much, how often, and whether or 
not you want an ending date or until otherwise notified. 
Once Lisa receives your form, she will read it over and 
call you if there are any questions.

If anyone has questions concerning these giving methods, 
please email Lisa Butts (lbutts@fbcmemphis.org).

God Bless and stay healthy!

GIVING

FBC's Giving Options
ONLINE GIVING OPTIONS AVAILABLE

www.fbcmemphis.org/giving
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