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REMINDERS
Congratulations, Graduates!
Learn more on page 2.
Ordination Council
Established
Learn more on page 2.
Pastor Search Committee
update. Learn more on page 2.
SS Classes Begin Meeting
In-Person
Learn more on page 3.
Children & Youth Summer
Events
Learn more on page 4.
Covid-19 Vaccine Pop-Up
Learn more on page 4.
Glorious and Good
Curriculum
An update is provided by Rev.
Julia Goldie Day on page 5.

It is usually not good to dwell on the past. But curiosity got the
better of me.
As we enter the month of May, I decided to consult my journal
entries from May last year in order to see where we were as we
did our best to adjust to the pandemic. I thought it might be
somewhat edifying to see where we have been, in order to know
better how and where we are going. . .
which reminded me of a Don Henry quote
from my April 26, 2020 journal entry: “The
moment they are in is the part they won’t
forget.”
Sunday, May 3—It was our third week
to do virtual worship. Those who led the
various elements of worship recorded their
parts, presumably at home, and then sent
the videos to Bridget Ellis, our very capable
office manager, for her to piece together and
edit. It was hardly ideal, and lacked the feel
of a more intimate gathering, but under
the circumstances we felt it was the best we
could do. And, we were discovering that we
weren’t the only church scrambling to figure
out the technology. I was hearing from
others about their struggles as well. And
as I viewed what other congregations were
doing, I felt our efforts were pretty good.
I was really getting into Zoom meetings:
Deacons, staff, fellow Tennessee Baptist
pastors . . . all the while wishing I had
bought stock in Zoom before the pandemic
hit. But then again, I had never heard of
Zoom prior to Covid-19.
And though Zoom can be frustrating at

times, it really has been, if you will excuse
the expression, a godsend.
I was also developing a new form of
worship leadership, in that I was now
working more from a “script,” aware that
I was on camera. . .something I had never
done before. I also found myself on a new
schedule. Because Bridget had to edit all
the different video pieces being sent to her,
we needed to get them to her each week
by Wednesday. I discovered it was good
practice to work ahead, and was beginning
to feel like—to use another expression—I
was getting the bit in my mouth.
My journal entries reveal I was trying to
find positives in our situation. This is a big
one: because of our virtual meetings, I was
now able to join the First Friends Sunday
school class. And due to the pandemic, in
addition to his being on sabbatical, Aliou
Niang had agreed to lead the Zoom Bible
study each week from his apartment in New
York City.
As most of you know, Aliou, once our
theologian-in-residence, is now a tenured
professor at the prestigious Union
Continued on page 6
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Congratulations, Graduates!

First Baptist Church Establishes
Ordination Council

2021 GRADUATES

Natalie Austria
Overton High School
June 16
Attending: Middle Tennessee State Univ.
Parent: Nancy Austria

Olivia Hankins
St. Mary's Episcopal School
Attending: The University of Mississippi
Parents: David & Kelley Hankins

Pastor Search

Update from Your Pastor Search
Committee
By the time this update is in print, the open position posting
will have closed. We have continued to meet regularly while
the resumes have been coming in over the last 60 days. We are
pleased by the number and the quality found in the resumes
we have received. We are fortunate that most of the applicants
have provided links to videos of their sermons. Technology
is allowing us to avoid site visits and related expenses while
getting a good view of the applicants.
We will be moving shortly into a time of virtual interviews
via Zoom. We have crafted an interview structure with a
question set to be fair and equitable with the interviews. We
anticipate multiple interviews with applicants. As a church
we determined certain priorities of our congregation during
the transition time under Rev. Dr. Laura Stephens-Reed’s
leadership. These priorities will guide our interviews.
Please continue to pray for our church and the one God is
preparing to lead us as pastor.
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The Deacons of
First Baptist Church
established an
Ordination Council
at their monthly
meeting on April 18.
The purpose of the
Ordination Council
is to explore and
affirm the ordination
of Holly Hatton into the ministry.
Holly was hired by FBC in 2019 as Coordinator of
our Children and Youth Ministry. She has done an
outstanding job in that position and is now ready
to answer the call of our Lord into the ministry.
The Ordination Council will be led by Rev. Dr.
Carol Richardson and includes Lora Chilton
Burke; Rev. Dr. Randy Hyde; Rev. Dr. Courtney
Pace; Rev. Marc Pendley; Mike Ward; Rev. Richard
Wright; and Catherine Kellett.
Ordination is the setting aside or apart of an
individual who has received the call to the ministry.
It is a rite for the dedication and commissioning
of one called by God into the gospel ministry. The
process of ordination will affirm the calling and
gifts. The ordination will bring the church together
for the purpose of blessing the calling. The essential
ceremony consists of the laying of hands by the
church upon the head of the one being ordained,
with prayer for the gifts of the Holy Spirit and of
grace required for the carrying out of the ministry.
It is a joyous yet solemn occasion.
More information regarding this process will
be provided in the coming weeks. This is a
tremendous time in the life of our church. Please
be in prayer for our Ordination Council and for
Holly Hatton as she travels this journey.
Tom Marchand, Deacon Chair
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Sunday School Returns to
First Baptist

MEMORIALS
In memory of Linda Haywood by
Loretta Codemo
Jennifer Bouck

Sunday School returned to First Baptist after
more than a year’s hiatus.

Elizabeth Niang

Our senior adults returned to their regular
Sunday School class on Easter Sunday and are
meeting in the church parlor. We also have
small groups who have started meeting at the
church again during the week.

Jennifer Codemo

We are also seeing an increase in our attendance
for worship services on Sundays. This is
certainly a blessing as we move back to being
able to do those things we have missed being
able to do! We are still observing our protocols
of masking while inside the church and social
distancing with our seating in the sanctuary.
At this time, we are allowing each Sunday
School class to determine the best time for them
to return to meeting regularly at the church.
When your Sunday School class is ready to
return to church on Sunday mornings, the
teacher should send an e-mail to Bridget Ellis
(bellis@fbcmemphis.org) letting us know the
date you would like to return. We’ll provide you
with any necessary information to ensure the
return of your Sunday School class will be as
safe as possible.
Thank you for your patience and your
dedication and prayers for our church.
Tom Marchand

James Skees
Graphic Packaging International
Jennifer Schwarz
Joel Langley
Sandra Mercado
Darrell & Sammie Garner
Anynoymous
Mark & Sally Smith
Kelton & Barbara Morris
Cynthia Pike
In memory of Lela Wallbaum by
Nancy Burch
In memory of Iva Lou & Bob Flowers by
Dixie Power
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Letter to the Church
Dear FBC Family,
We have just received the photos of Linda's memorial plaque resting
next to Mother's (Frances Marks)[in the FBC Memorial Prayer
Garden].
Mother and Linda would both be happy to know that they continue
to have a place with the church that has meant so much to the
Marks family. Actually, we expect that they do know!
It has been good to be in touch with you, and we look forward to
maintaining the connection.
Peace and blessings in this Easter season,
Denton and Tessa Marks
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Children & Youth Summer Events
JUNE-AUGUST

*Beginning in June Youth will meet up on
Wednesdays for Friends-day Wednesdays. A sign-up
sheet will go out for backyard hosts.
*Beginning in June kids will have the option of
attending Temple on Sundays at either 10 am in
person or 3 pm via Zoom.
*Keep an eye out for Kid’s Pop-Up Play Days
throughout the summer.
June
June 5: Youth Senior Celebration
June 19: Vacation Bible SWIM @Wilson’s 1-3 pm
June 21-27: Youth Beach Trip to Gulf Shores, AL
July
July 17: Vacation Bible SWIM @Kellett’s 1-3 pm
July 18: Youth Dive-In Movie @Burton’s 7 pm
August
August 15: 6th Grade Promotion and Messy Games
5 pm

GIVING

Giving Options
FBC has several ways for you to keep up with your giving
schedule. You can mail your offering to the church: First
Baptist Church, 200 E Parkway N., Memphis, TN 38112.
You can donate online via our website: www.fbcmemphis.org/
giving
Or, you can email Lisa Butts to learn how to set up automatic
recurring offering withdrawals set up from either your bank
account or credit card. Recurring payments can be set up
weekly, monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or annually. This
system gives you several options for setting up your gifts to
FBC, and the best part is that with automatic withdrawal,
there is no more worry with remembering to write the check
or submit the payment through your bank or credit card.
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For more information about any of the available giving
options, contact Lisa via her email lbutts@fbcmemphis.org.
She’ll explain the process and help you get started.
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Glorious and Good

UPDATE FROM REV. JULIA GOLDIE DAY
Dear Friends,
Thank you for the opportunity to be with you while implementing my Doctor of Ministry
thesis project, Glorious and Good: Developing Healthy Sexual Ethics in a Faith Family.
I am extremely grateful to have learned and grown alongside your faith family. It was my
prayer that God would be at work in our lives calling each of us to live and love faithfully.
As I taught the Connect Four Sunday School class, the youth group, interviewed you, and
preached in worship, you were teachers and leaders, friends even, for me, and I am grateful
for the rich experience of living life together.
“If Jesus came today, did I include someone or did I turn them away? We need to keep our judgement in check. When
we have these conversations we will find that it is easier to err on the side of love. We are sending people away to find
answers.”-FBCM Member
I replied, “We are sending them away from God.”
The problem that my project sought to address is that churches lack leadership and methodology in developing healthy
sexual ethics within their congregations. Faith leaders need concrete methodology and modeling to develop their own
understanding of sexuality and, more importantly, to lead their congregations. Many parents in Baptist churches have
struggled with providing healthy leadership in regard to sexual ethics for their own families because they did not see it
modeled well by their parents or by their church. As a part of the proposed solution of adaptive learning, all persons
were encouraged to see themselves as glorious and good, made in God’s own image and worthy of love and respect.
For the future health of the church, children and youth who have been led well by their parents, pastoral leaders, and
faith family will have more tools to develop a healthy sexual ethic that is glorious and good as they grow and mature.
They will have the ability to be leaders for their own bodies, which increases healthy choices and boundaries and
decreases the risk of shame, suicide, sexual abuse, and assault. Parents will not be forced to choose between their faith/
their church and their children. Children and teenagers will be more likely to choose to remain valued members of a
congregation rather than leaving the church out of frustration from the lack of change and authenticity.
A more healthy and flourishing way was brought to light to encourage those who would choose this journey of
discovery as sexual and holy beings. It is important to note that this problem and proposed learning solution did
not not come without risk and potential for conflict. Nonetheless, many have suffered because we have taught an
unhealthy sexual ethic for too long and many people have suffered because of the traditional biblical understanding
of the sexual norm. We are called to carry our cross daily to acknowledge and embrace the reality of human suffering.
Henri Nouwen says, “You know, but constantly forget, just as I do, that our vocation is not to take away human
suffering but to reveal that through Jesus the suffering has become the way to the glory of God.” When we do the
hard work of discovering a healthier way we are called to “proclaim with our bodies the ultimate victory of love.” As we
entered holy and challenging spaces, we did the hard work of loving each other, loving God, and loving ourselves.
“FBCM is not perfect but is so much more full of love for the “other” and reflects the love of Jesus to each other and to the
community as a whole.”-FBCM Member
With love, Julia Goldie Day
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a different way to be Baptist
Looking Back, continued from page 1

Theological Seminary. I had never met him,
his wife Elizabeth, and son Micah. I can tell
you this: they have a real and abiding love
for First Baptist. This was the beginning of
a deep appreciation and friendship, though
we still, to this day, have never met in
person. But I count them as good friends
and look forward to the day when our hugs
can be real and not virtual.
I encourage you to find the positives in
what we have been experiencing and
consider them as grace-notes from God.
After all, “the moment we are in is the part
we won’t forget.”
Randy
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