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This table is open to all who confess Jesus as the  
Christ and seek to follow Christ’s way.

Come to this sacred table not because you must, but because you may. 
Come not because you are fulfilled, but because in your emptiness 

you stand in need of God’s mercy and assurance.
Come not to express an opinion, but to seek a presence 

and to pray for a spirit.
Come to this table, then, sisters and brothers, as you are.

Partake and share.
It is spread for you and me that we might again know that 

God has come to us, shared our common lot,  
and invited us to join the people of God’s new age.

—United Church of Christ, Book of Worship

The Last Supper and Washing of Feet by French Psalter, 1260

Announcements 
Good Friday, April 2, Sanctuary, Noon
Join us for this noonday service in the Sanctuary featuring Rev. DeAndre 
Brown as our guest preacher. Our sister congregations, The Common Church, 
Greater Lewis Street Missionary Baptist Church, and Lifeline to a Dying World 
Ministries will join us for worship. 

Holy Saturday Events, April 3
Easter Egg Hunt, 10:30 & 11:30 am, Front Lawn

This year, families will be assigned a time slot (the first letter of your last name: 
10:30 am A-L; 11:30 am M-Z) to come hear the Easter Story, make a craft, and 
hunt for eggs. 

Flower Cross, 5:30 pm, Front Lawn
Our Holy Saturday tradition of covering the cross in flowers in preparation for 
Easter is a wonderful time of fellowship together as we anticipate Easter. This is a 
very meaningful symbol of life at the corner of Poplar and Parkway—both for our 
church family and for our community.

Easter Service, April 4
Alleluia! He is risen! For our Easter worship, Pastor Randy will preach on 
Acts 10:34-43 in his sermon, We are Witnesses. 

a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. After mocking him, 
they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they 
led him out to crucify him. They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from 
the country, to carry his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander 
and Rufus. Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means 
the place of a skull). And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did 
not take it. And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting 
lots to decide what each should take. It was nine o’clock in the morning when 
they crucified him. The inscription of the charge against him read, “The King of 
the Jews.” Mark 15:16-26

Hymn of Prayer Christ, We Do All Adore Thee Theodore Dubois 
Aaron Foster, organist

Prayer of Forgiveness  Jason Sullivan

“Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”  
Luke 23:24a

Prayer of Loneliness  Cathy Wilhelm

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Mark 15:34

Prayer of Commitment  Ray Hatton

“Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” Luke 23:46

Benediction  Rev. Dr. Randy L. Hyde

Please exit in silence

Today’s worship participants are Today’s worship participants are Cathy 
Wilhelm, a deacon and Senior Adult SS teacher; Jason Sullivan, a member of 
the Sanctuary Choir and a member of the Church-Wide Fellowships task force; 
and Trudy Hatton, a member of the Sanctuary Choir and a member of the 
Youth committee.

THE CHRISTIAN YEAR

Maundy Thursday is the first of the three days of solemn remembrance 
of the events leading up to and immediately following the crucifixion of 
Jesus. The English word “Maundy” comes from the Latin mandatum, 
which means “commandment.” As recorded in John’s gospel, on his last 
night before his betrayal and arrest, Jesus washed the feet of his disciples 
and then gave them a new commandment to love one another as he had 
loved them (John 13:34). 

A WORD ABOUT FBC

First Baptist Memphis is a Midtown congregation that seeks to follow 
Christ by practicing hospitality, community, dialogue, and service.

• We value diversity in our membership and believe it enriches our journey 
and ministry. 

• We strive to be a family of faith where all can belong. 
• We value the voice of every child of God, and strive to hear the voice 

of God in one another. 
• What we do inside our walls prepares us to share God’s love across the 

street and around the world.



* The congregation will please stand, as you are able. Amplifying devices are available at the Welcome Center desk.

PREPARATION

Welcome  Rev. Dr. Randy Hyde

Prelude At The Cross John Stockton
 David Córdoba Hernandez, pianist

Call to Worship  Rev. Dr. Randy Hyde
From water to wilderness, On stone and in hearts,

From the ancestor of nations to the Son lifted up . . .

We follow Jesus on the path to Jerusalem, the Holy City,
and to the table of remembrance and betrayal,

for where he is, we would be also.

Invocation  Rev. Dr. Randy Hyde

Preparation of the Meal  Jason Sullivan
Now the festival of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was near. 
The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to put Jesus to death, for 
they were afraid of the people. Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who 
was one of the twelve; he went away and conferred with the chief priests and officers 
of the temple police about how he might betray him to them. They were greatly 
pleased and agreed to give him money. So he consented and began to look for an 
opportunity to betray him to them when no crowd was present. Luke 22:1-6.

Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to 
be sacrificed. So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover 
meal for us that we may eat it.” They asked him, “Where do you want us to 
make preparations for it?” “Listen,” he said to them, “when you have entered 
the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him into the house 
he enters and say to the owner of the house, ‘The teacher asks you, “Where is the 
guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?” He will show you a 
large room upstairs, already furnished.  Make preparations for us there.” So they 
went and found everything as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover 
meal. Luke 22:7-13.

Choral Worship In Remembrance of Me Buryl Red

Ensemble

Roger Pace, flute

In remembrance of me, eat this bread.  In remembrance of me, drink this wine.  
In remembrance of me, pray for the time when God’s own will is done.  In 

remembrance of me, heal the sick.  In remembrance of me, feed the poor.  In 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD
Maundy Thursday

remembrance of me, open the door and let your brother in, let him in.  Take, eat, 
and be comforted.  Drink, and remember, too, that this is my body and precious 
blood, shed for you.  In remembrance of me, search for truth.  In remembrance of 
me, always love.  In remembrance of me, don’t look above, but in your heart, look 

in your heart for God.  Do this in remembrance of me.

COMMUNION

Invitation to the Table  Rev. Dr. Randy Hyde
Today we celebrate communion by coming to the Table. When we do this the body 
of the church acts together, moving as a community toward the table. When you 
approach the table take a piece of bread and a cup of juice and step to the side to 
eat and drink. Communion servers may offer words of affirmation such as “The 

bread of life given for you” or “The cup of salvation.” When receiving the elements 
you may remain silent or offer “Amen” or “Thanks be to God.” Gluten free bread 

is available on the organ side. A deacon will bring communion to those who 
cannot come forward.

Communion Hymn  Hans Leo Hassler 
O Sacred Head Now Wounded 

Aaron Foster, organist

Prayer of Thanksgiving  Rev. Dr. Randy Hyde

IN THE GARDEN

Trudy Hatton
They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here 
while I pray.” He took with him Peter and James and John, and He began to be 
distressed and agitated. And he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; 
remain here, and keep awake. And going a little farther, he threw himself on the 
ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. He 
said, “Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet 
not what I want, but what you want.” He came and found them sleeping; and he 
said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep awake one hour? Keep 
awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is 
willing but the flesh is weak.” And again he went away and prayed, saying the 
same words. And once more he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were 
very heavy; and they did not know what to say to him. He came a third time 
and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Enough! The hour 
has come; the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be 
going. See my betrayer is at hand.” Mark 14:32-42

Hymn of Prayer Novelette No. 3 Poulenc 
David Córdoba Hernandez, pianist

a different way to be Baptist

BETRAYAL

Ray Hatton
While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a 
large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the 
people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is 
the man; arrest him.” At once he came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” 
and kissed him. Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then 
they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. Suddenly, one of those with 
Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest, 
cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place; 
for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. Do you think that I cannot 
appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of 
angels? But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen 
in this way?” At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with 
swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in 
the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But all this has taken place, so 
that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted 
him and fled. Matthew 26:47-56.

Prayer of Confession  Rev. Dr. Randy Hyde

One: Lord Jesus Christ, we confess we have failed you as did your 
disciples. Judas betrayed you; Peter denied you and the rest 
deserted in fear.

Many:  Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy.

One:  When we take our ease rather than watch with you;
Many:  Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy.

One:  When we bestow a kiss of peace yet nurse enmity in our hearts;
Many:  Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy.

One: When we strike at those who hurt us rather than stretch out 
our hands to bless;

Many:  Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy.

One: When we deny that we know you for fear of the world and its 
scorn,

Many:  Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy. Lord, forgive us. Give 
us clean hearts and renew in us a right spirit. Amen.

THE CROSS

Cathy Wilhelm
Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s 
headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. And they clothed him in 
a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. 
And they began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They struck his head with 


