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REMINDERS
Reopening Task Force
established
Learn more on page 2.
Giving Options
FBC has several options for
you to financially support
your church. Learn more on
page 5.
Youth & Children summer
activities can be found on
pages 3-4.
Online worship options are
listed on page 2.

In these days of the COVID-19 pandemic, my longtime
friend and mentor John Killinger has blessed me again. This
time it is with something he wrote in his book, Letting God
Bless You. I think his word is timely for what we are enduring,
and my hope is that his words will bless you too...
It is God’s nature to bless... People think they have to set up
elaborate religious systems to please God and
then jump through spiritual hoops all their
lives. But the truth is that God has always
wanted to bless us just the way we are, if
we are only open to his love and willing to
live peaceably and caringly with the other
persons around us.
God has always been a blesser. He created
the world out of his own happiness. He
blessed Adam and Eve and told them to
enjoy the world. He blessed Abraham and
Moses and David. He blessed the prophets.
He blessed Jesus and the Apostles. He has
always had his hands open to give people
love and life and joy if they could only
receive them.
Jesus knew this. He saw it in spite of all
the tough things that happened to him.
This is why he went to the cross with
such equanimity and composure. He had
peace in his heart because he could see the
fundamental nature of God and what God
was doing to usher in the age of the antistructures, the divine rule that would one
day take the place of all the failed structures
of ordinary human society.
What Jesus perceived was our fundamental

childship with God – the fact that we are
sons and daughters of the Most High, the
Ultimate Good, the Final Power. Therefore
it was not the scribes and Pharisees who
were going to be first in the Kingdom, in the
time of God’s eternal reign, but the simple
folks, the ones who were poor in spirit, who
felt grief for what they had lost, who were
meek and lowly, with servant attitudes, who
hungered for righteousness in the world,
who showed mercy and generosity to others,
who were pure in their hearts, who lived
as peacemakers, contributing to the greater
welfare of humanity, and who, because they
were innocent and good, tended to suffer at
the hands of those who were powerful and
evil.
God wants to bless us. God wants our world
to be a good and happy place. We just need
to start seeing the world that way and to stop
trying to struggle with it in our own power.
If we could only view things the way Jesus
did, it would make all the difference in the
way we are able to live.
It is so simple that many people miss it. God
is not trying to get us to do a lot of things,
Continued on page 2
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Task Force Meets to Establish Protocols for Reopening
COVID-19 TASK FORCE

First Baptist Church has formed a task force to establish
protocols and guidelines for the process of re-opening the
church for worship services.
The task force members are: Gloria Hodges; Scott
Malone; Robin Miller; David Richardson; and Tiffiny
Wright.
Tom Marchand, deacon chair and our interim pastor,

Dr. Randy Hyde will also participate on the task force.
This group has already met via Zoom and will be meeting
regularly as they determine next steps to a safe and
healthy re-opening of First Baptist Church.
Please pray for them as they work through plans for the
time when we can gather again in worship.

WORSHIP

FBC's Worship Options

ONLINE WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
We want to thank everyone for their faithfulness during this time. We
are grateful for all of the encouragement we have received from the
radio broadcasts and online worship services. Please keep sharing our
services with your friends and family.
We also want to thank the many lay worship volunteers who have
enriched our services each week by offering the Prayer of Confession
and Assurance of Pardon, reading the Scripture lesson for the week or
giving the Prayers of the People.
Help us spread the word about our Sunday services. Our worship
service is broadcast on radio stations 680 FM or 92.9 FM at 11 am,
Sundays. A worship video is available each Sunday on our Facebook
page and our (new) YouTube channel also at 11 am.
Several SS classes are using the church's Zoom account to have weekly
meetings. If your Sunday School class would like to schedule a class, a
representative should contact Bridget Ellis (bellis@fbcmemphis.org).
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said Jesus. We don’t have to stop being
human in order to become religious. All we
need to do is live simply and happily, with
all our values and ambitions in order. We
won’t live anxiously, wanting things we
don’t have and worrying about the things
we can’t do. Life will unfold naturally and
beautifully, and we will see God’s hand in
everything that happens.
I encourage you to look for the good that
is available to us, and in John’s words,
to “see God’s hand in everything that
happens.”

Together
SUMMER PLANS

YOUTH

Kids & Youth Summer
Activities

Youth Friends-day Wednesdays

As we move into summer, I know
some of you are feeling tired of
isolating, some of you are feeling
wary of resuming social activities, and
some of you are just playing it all by
ear.

The Youth will meet each Wednesday
at 7 pm throughout the summer.
Depending on the weather, these
events will either take place outdoors
(socially distant seating) via Zoom.

I hope that you will find something
in this summer line-up that will meet
your family’s needs.
Please note that all of the group
activities are designed to be done in
a controlled and socially distanced
environment. Your health and
safety is important to me, and so is
your emotional and social health.
Whatever your family’s needs are,
we are going to have a great FBC
summer!
—Holly

WEDNESDAYS, 7 PM

FAMILIES

Saturday Night Family Worship
SATURDAYS, 7 PM

Family Worship will continue
through the summer on Zoom each
Saturday at 7 pm (some of these
meetings will be in a special VBS
format).
This is a wonderful time for our
kids and families to connect. These
worship services are designed to be

FAMILIES

FAMILIES

Drive-in Movie

Kids' Outdoor Arty Party

All families are invited to drive into
the north parking lot where we’ll
project a movie onto the side of the
gym.

Families are invited to explore their
creative sides at Art Stations spaced
out around our front lawn.

JUNE 19, 8 PM

Bring your own lawn chairs, drinks,
popcorn/snacks.
Holly will provide the movie candy!

Our Bible Study will be provided
by Passport Camps. Parents, I will
be sending out a sign-up genius for
backyard hosts.
—Holly

engaging for all ages and are led by
our children. On a personal note, I
must say thank you to our parents for
being so faithful in your attendance
these last few months. These Saturday
nights have been the highlight of my
weeks during Quarantine! God has
never felt so present as when I see
your kids wiggling and giggling.

JUNE 28, 3-6 PM

Stations include water-gun painting,
nature prints in clay, chalk art,

pendulum painting, leaf painting,
and more!
Kids can also enjoy sprinkler stations
to cool off in, so wear your swimsuit
and bring a towel.
Frozen treats and water will be
provided.
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VBS (Vacation Bible Saturdays)
JULY 11 & 25, 7 PM

July 25, 7 pm
Family-led Missions Activity
& Celebration

We will spend two of our
Family Worship hours
(Saturday July 11 and 25)
having some VBS fun via
Zoom.

Holly will send out a missions
project that you will have two
weeks to complete.

July 11, 7 pm
Bible Story Variety Show
Holly will send each family
a Bible Story that they will
be responsible for telling
in a creative way (i.e., acts
out, sings about, raps about,
puppet show, dances out,
storyboards a Bible story).

A video montage, featuring
about all of your projects,
will be put together and we'll
gather together to view them
during Family Worship.
We’ll celebrate our love for
others with a party (minute-to-win-it games, dances, and
songs.)

We will view them all in a Variety Show on Zoom.

YOUTH

BACK TO SCHOOL

Youth Selfie Insanity

Promotion Sunday

Youth and their families will team up for a scavenger hunt
around Memphis.

Rising Kindergarteners, 3rd Graders, and 6th Graders
will honored during morning worship as is our
tradition.

JULY 24, 3-5 PM

Youth must send Holly selfies from each location. The first
team to get them all wins a prize.
The hunt will end with ice cream treats for everyone.
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AUGUST 16

They are then invited to come enjoy frozen treats under
the Welcome Center port-a-cache, where they will be
presented with their new Bibles.
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FBC's Giving Options

ONLINE GIVING OPTIONS AVAILABLE
During these uncertain times, First Baptist plans to be
there for each of its families by providing ministerial
guidance, spiritual comfort and leadership, connecting
our members to each other, and more.
As well, First Baptist needs your help. The church
needs all those who are able to continue your financial
support so to continue its ministries. Though we are not
physically worshipping together during the week and on
Sundays, allowing you the opportunity to place your gifts
in an offering plate, your support can be easily sent to
FBC via several convenient options.
Mail
You may continue to mail your check to the church,
FBC, Attn: Financial Administrator, 200 E Parkway N.,
Memphis, TN 38112.
Online via our website
You may give via our website, fbcmemphis.org/giving,
using a credit card.
Online via your bank's bill pay or ACH Payments
If you already pay your household bills through online
banking, you can simply add First Baptist Church as a
new additional payee. The address you would use for
payment is 200 E. Parkway N., Memphis, TN 38112.

Phone # 901-454-1131. You will need to put your FBC
member envelope number in as your payee account
number. If you do not know your member envelope
number, email Lisa Butts at lbutts@fbcmemphis.org
and she will send it to you. You can put in an amount to
send automatically each time period (you decide the time
period), or you can simply go in each week/month/etc.,
and have the amount sent to us just as you would other
bills.
For those who would prefer to have an automatic
payment set-up from your bank account or credit card,
you can request ACH Form from the finance office,
complete it, sign, and return to the finance office at FBC,
200 E. Parkway N., Memphis, TN 38112. The form will
lead you through completion. You have the option of
specifying what account you want to the amount to be
deducted from, how much, how often, and whether or
not you want an ending date or until otherwise notified.
Once Lisa receives your form, she will read it over and
call you if there are any questions.
If anyone has questions concerning these giving methods,
please email Lisa Butts (lbutts@fbcmemphis.org).
God Bless and stay healthy!

CHURCH

FINANCE

Letter

Finance Note

I am a Presbyterian, but you can never know how
much your services mean to me and so many others
like me that are unable to attend church as we are shutins. I do not know of any other broadcast that blesses
our life. It is the complete: music, children and adult
sermons, announcements. You can feel as you worship
that we are sitting in a pew.

Mike Earnest, the owner of Midtown Nursery, that rents
our parking lot at the corner of Crestmere and Poplar, has
generously paid his monthly rent through the remainder of
the year in order to help the church through the financial
effects of the coronavirus outbreak. Please remember Mike's
generosity when making your personal nursery purchases.

We pray daily that our PRECIOUS LORD will
prosper you that the broadcast will remain on the
radio. We love you all. –Kay

Thank you, Mike, for always being a great tenant! First
Baptist and all its members wish you health and prosperity
during these times.
—Finance Committee
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a different way to be Baptist
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