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The Second Time Around
REV. DR. RANDY L. HYDE, INTERIM PASTOR

This is my second column for this issue of Together. You might 
ask, what was wrong with the first one? Well, unlike Table Talk, 
which is a weekly newsletter, Together is monthly and requires 
that we write for it in advance. My original piece anticipated 
that the last Sunday in March was going to be our final 
congregational conversation with Laura Stephens-Reed, and 
most of my comments had to do with that subject.

Plus, the original April Together was just 
chock-full of events we had planned—
largely around Holy Week and Easter—
activities to be held in our expansive church 
facilities. All those had to be removed from 
the calendar, or changed. Why? Well, a little 
thing called the COVID-19 (or coronavirus) 
pandemic kind of got in the way. And, as 
I write that last sentence I realize what an 
understatement that is. This virus got in 
everybody’s way, and it is hardly a little 
thing.

My grandson for one. Matt, our daughter’s 
second son, is a senior in high school, 
scheduled to graduate in May. Put an 
emphasis on the word “scheduled.” It’s 
looking more and more as if he and his 
classmates will not be able to participate 
in their commencement . . . at least as 
they had planned it. No prom, no honors 
activities, or spring events of any kind. 
That’s pretty dramatic stuff for an eighteen-
year-old.

I don’t have to tell you about what it has 
done to the economy, virtually overnight. 
And for you sports fans, all the spring and 
summer games are canceled—including the 

Olympics – and it’s looking more and more 
like football will be affected this fall as well.

But the pandemic has taught us things we 
otherwise would not have known. Those of 
us who have the chance to survive it have, 
in many respects, discovered family on a 
whole new level. As one pundit has put it, 
since all the salons and barbershops have 
been closed, one’s true hair color will soon 
be revealed! TV commentators report from 
home, creativity has come to light, we’re 
learning different ways of doing our usual 
thing, and families actually started eating 
together again.

What did it teach us, those of us who are 
church? It should have made us realize how 
precious are our relationships. It should 
have shown us that church is not a building 
but a fellowship of believers who share faith 
and worship regardless of the surroundings. 
It should have made us hunger for what 
really has meaning, what is eternal in terms 
of value.

I haven’t minded writing this column again. 
After all, there’s a possibility I can save my 
first one for another issue of Together later 

Continued on page 6

REMINDERS
Our Lenten Journey ends 
with Holy Week, April 5-12
Learn more on page 2.

Giving Options
FBC has several options for 
you to financially support 
your church. Learn more on 
page 5.

April Missions Moments can 
be found on page 2.

Our Staff has been working 
on creative ways of Being 
Church while we are  
social-distancing. Learn more 
on page 5.
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Palm Sunday, April 5:  
For our Palm Sunday worship, Pastor Randy will preach 
on Isaiah 50:4-9; John 12-19 in his sermon What Jesus 
Said . . . About Servanthood. You can listen to our worship 
on the radio on ESPN 92.9 FM or 680 AM at 11 am.

Maundy Thursday, April 9: 
On Maundy Thursday at 6 pm, Pastor Randy will lead a 
devotional time related to the supper Jesus provided for 
his disciples prior to his arrest. Please be prepared to bring 
to the service your own communion elements. If you 
do not have grape juice or wine available, feel free to use 
your favorite beverage. Remember, it is the remembrance 
that matters most, not the specific elements.

Good Friday, April 10: 
In keeping with tradition, our Good Friday service will 
be in partnership with LifeLine To A Dying World 
Congregation and Greater Lewis Street Missionary 

Baptist Church. Rev. 
Dr. Randy Hyde, Rev. 
DeAndre Brown, Rev. 
Myron Donald, and 
Holly Hatton will join 
together in a dramatic 
reading of the Passion 
story. The Good Friday 
service will be posted 
online on April 10 at 
noon. 

Easter, April 12: 
Alleluia! He is risen! 
For our Easter worship, 
Pastor Randy will preach on Psalm 118:1, 9-24; Matthew 
28:1-10 in his sermon What Jesus Said . . . About Fear. 
You can listen to our worship on the radio on ESPN 92.9 
FM or 680 AM at 11 am. 

HOLY WEEK

Holy Week Services
APRIL 5-12

I heard a new song this week by Thomas Rhett. The 
name of the song is Be A Light. What a good reminder 
in times when things can often seem dark, isolating and 
lonely. 

In a world full of hate, be a light

When you do somebody wrong, make it right,

Don’t hide in the dark, you were born to shine

In a world full of hate, be a light

 In a place that needs a change, make a difference,

In a time full of noise, just listen

‘Cause life is but a breeze, better live it

In a place that needs a change, make a difference.

While we are having to practice being separated, how 
can you find ways this week (and in the weeks to come) 

to spread joy 
and light to 
others around 
you? Our 
mission to be 
the church and 
help change 
Memphis does 
not go on 
hold during 
this time. Share your ideas and photos of you “shining 
your light” on our Facebook page and let’s see how we 
can continue to affect others through positive actions. 
#52Weeks52WaystoChangeMemphis

How will you practice shining your light this week?

—Cherish Mathis, chair, Missions Committee

MISSIONS

52 Weeks & 52 Ways to Change Memphis
2020 MISSIONS INITIATIVE
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Like many other churches, we have 
taken to our computers and phones 
in order to stay connected during this 
time of quarantine. 

On Saturday nights at 7 pm, our 
families gather in a webinar setting 
for a kid-led family worship. 

The worship is designed to be 
engaging for kids of all ages, but 
also to be casual and flexible, so that 
families may feel at ease. 

I have incorporated elements of 
traditional worship with elements of 
our Temple time in Sunday School, 
and thrown in some activities and silly songs. It is a work 
in progress as I play around with the Zoom format, but, 
we have all enjoyed it so far! 

We will be using this format during Holy Week in order 

to celebrate Palm Sunday, and reflect on Holy Saturday. 
I am hopeful as I see all of these little faces and their 
families. It is a good thing to be together, no matter how 
that togetherness is accomplished!

—Holly

BEING CHURCH

Zoom Family Worship
FAMILY WORSHIP

On Wednesday nights 
at 7 pm our youth 
gather on Zoom to 
have Bible Study and 
chat time. 

Again, we are playing 
around with the format 
and discovering what 
works best. 

Some games can be 
fun, others bomb. At the time that this is going to print, 
I’m preparing to have a Food Network style Chopped 
challenge during our youth chat on April 1. Everyone 
will be required to use the same 4 pantry items to make a 

dish in 20 minutes. I’m going to record the session in the 
hopes that the viewing of it will be fun entertainment for 
all of you! 

As with the Family Worship, our Youth will use 
Zoom during Holy Week as we gather for a “Maundy 
Wednesday” Tenebrae service, which I hope will be 
meaningful. 

Life is happening, we are connecting, and we are loving 
seeing each other in this online format.

—Holly

BEING CHURCH

Youth Zoom
YOUTH MINISTRY
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LILY ORDERS

Lilies for Easter
ORDER FROM RACHEL'S FLOWERS

This Easter we are altering the way we give Easter Lilies. 

The church has canceled our bulk order and we are asking 
that you call Rachel’s Flowers and Gifts (901.324.2137) 
individually to place your orders. This way you have the 
option of having Rachel deliver them for you. 

Your staff believe this will be a wonderful opportunity for 
you to support this local business and missions partner, 
while also showing the special people 
in your life that you care. 

Gayla Foscue and I love 
teaching the Kindergartners 
through 2nd Grade Sunday 
School class! We often joke 
that we believe we have the 
best job in the church! The 
children's questions are 
honest and sincere and we 
do our best to answer those 
questions by conveying the 
love of Jesus in their lives.  

We were just like everyone 
else when we heard the news that we would have to 
cancel all church services due to COVID-19. We were 
disappointed. And for me and Gayla, we wouldn't be able 
to see our wonderful children for weeks.  

Thankfully, I have had some experience with creating a 
Zoom room video conference  and the parents agreed 
to have a brief Sunday school lesson this past Sunday 

morning. I felt it was primarily important for the children 
to see each other's faces during this time. To me, feeling 
that sense of community is even more important than the 
lesson itself.

So we gathered at 10:30 am on Sunday, not in person, 
but by a Zoom video conference. I anticipated a bit of 
chaos since the children are so young but they took turns 
sharing about what was going on in their lives and all of 
them showed their completed coloring pages that I had 
assigned to them earlier in the week.  

And what an appropriate Scripture lesson! Jesus calming 
the sea! By the end we all learned that Jesus is strong 
enough to help us in our biggest time of need!  

Thank you to all the parents for allowing us to be a 
part of their children's lives, even in different locations 
watching on a computer screen.

—Richard Wright

BEING CHURCH

Kids K-2 Sunday School
SS CLASS ZOOM

MEMORIALS
In memory of Warren Jordan, Jr. by

Ms. Willena Highsmith

Dr. & Mrs. David Cunningham

In memory of Tom Morse by

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Smith

In memory of Dwight Spearman by

Ms. Willena Highsmith

HONORARIA
In honor of Carolyn Bynum by

Ms. Marge Palazzolo

In honor of Carol Richardson by

Ms. Marge Palazzolo
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Dear FBC Friends,

We want to thank everyone who has supported us 
through this pregnancy. Thank you for your prayers, 
thoughtful words, and friendship. We are so grateful 
for the love and care of our church family as we 
prepare to welcome Seren Foster Pace-Owen!

-Courtney Pace, Michael Owen, & Stanley Pace-Lyons

CHURCH

Letter
We want to thank everyone for listening to our radio 
broadcast live Sundays on stations 680 FM or 92.9 FM at 
11 am.

The church has a Zoom account. If any of our SS classes 
are interested in using this resource, a class representative 
should contact Bridget Ellis (bellis@fbcmemphis.org) to 
schedule a Zoom SS class.

We have an ad-hoc group working on live-streaming 
options of our worship service. Stay tuned about upcoming 
viewing options! We appreciate your patience and support 
as we navigate these new and creative options for worship.

WORSHIP

Online Worship Opportunities

During these uncertain times, First Baptist plans to be 
there for each of its families by providing ministerial 
guidance, spiritual comfort and leadership, connecting 
our members to each other, and more.

As well, First Baptist needs your help. The church 
needs all those who are able to continue your financial 
support so to continue its ministries. Though we are not 
physically worshipping together during the week and on 
Sundays, allowing you the opportunity to place your gifts 
in an offering plate, your support can be easily sent to 
FBC via several convenient options.

Mail

You may continue to mail your check to the church, 
FBC, Attn: Financial Administrator, 200 E Parkway N., 
Memphis, TN 38112.

Online via our website

You may give via our website, fbcmemphis.org/giving, 
using a credit card.

Online via your bank's bill pay or ACH Payments

If you already pay your household bills through online 
banking, you can simply add First Baptist Church as a 
new additional payee. The address you would use for 
payment is 200 E. Parkway N., Memphis, TN 38112. 

Phone # 901-454-1131. You will need to put your FBC 
member envelope number in as your payee account 
number. If you do not know your member envelope 
number, email Lisa Butts at lbutts@fbcmemphis.org 
and she will send it to you. You can put in an amount to 
send automatically each time period (you decide the time 
period), or you can simply go in each week/month/etc., 
and have the amount sent to us just as you would other 
bills.

For those who would prefer to have an automatic 
payment set-up from your bank account or credit card, 
you can request ACH Form from the finance office, 
complete it, sign, and return to the finance office at FBC, 
200 E. Parkway N., Memphis, TN 38112. The form will 
lead you through completion. You have the option of 
specifying what account you want to the amount to be 
deducted from, how much, how often, and whether or 
not you want an ending date or until otherwise notified. 
Once Lisa receives your form, she will read it over and 
call you if there are any questions.

If anyone has questions concerning these giving methods, 
please email Lisa Butts (lbutts@fbcmemphis.org).

God Bless and stay healthy!

GIVING

FBC's Giving Options
ONLINE GIVING OPTIONS AVAILABLE
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A Second Time, Continued from page 1

on. My only regret in all this is not 
seeing your faces, not being able to 
give you a hug, not knowing how 
you are really doing. But we will 
come together again. Let us pray 
it will be sooner rather than later. 
But if not, in the meantime let’s 
not forget how much we love one 
another.


