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The Journey of Discovery
REV. DR. RANDY L. HYDE, INTERIM PASTOR

As we find ourselves in yet another Lenten journey—and believe 
me, I do not take that word journey lightly—I am reminded of a 
story told by Casey Thompson, a pastor in Pennsylvania. It was 
an experience he had in Austell, Georgia, not far from where we 
once lived for a couple of years. 

Casey, at the time not yet an ordained minister, was visiting in a 

nursing home. He was accompanied by an 
older, “seasoned pastor,” as he put it. They 
went to see Miss Fraser, who usually was 
unresponsive due to her dementia. Here is 
the way he tells it...

Miss Fraser sat alone, her head dipped low, 
hands upon her knees. “Miss Fraser, it’s Jim 
(the other, older minister). Miss Fraser, I 
brought someone to meet you.” He clutched 
her hands, but she looked only at her feet. “I 
want you to meet Casey.”

After a few moments, a nurse interrupted. 
“She’s been like that all day, Jim. We’ll tell her 
you came.”

Then Miss Fraser tilted her head up and 
fixated on me, her eyes vibrant. “You’re a 
preacher, aren’t you?”

“Yes, he is,” Jim answered. “He’s working with 
us for the summer.”

“Yes, you’re a preacher, all right. I can tell. I 
can see it on you.” I assumed she meant like 
you can smell stink on a skunk.

“What’s your name, young man?”

“Casey.” 

She smiled and caressed my hand. “You’re a 
preacher, I can tell.” She repeated it but then 
deflated back into silence. I thought we had 
lost her, but suddenly she clutched my arm and 
pulled me toward her. “But not yet. You’re not 
a preacher yet. Something’s holding you back. 
Not a preacher yet – but you will be.”

She didn’t say another word. Like a Delphic 
sibyl she slipped back in her daze, her hand 
lingering on my hand. 

End of story, but not the lesson. Not yet. 
That’s the way I feel, even after almost fifty 
years in ministry. There’s always a not-yet 
to who I am and what I do . . . that feeling 
that I haven’t gotten where I need, want, 
or ought to be. The pothole of doubt 
looms large in my way, the constant and 
oftentimes urgent demands that claim my 
time keep me from honing my craft (even 
in “retirement”). And then I realize that 
getting beyond the not-yet to the point of 
final arrival . . . well, that’s not the point. It’s 
the journey of discovery that counts. 

And it counts for everything.

REMINDERS
Sunday, March 1, 9 am
First Cup Gathering

Sunday, March 29, noon
Congregational Conversation 
in Fellowship Hall

Sunday, March 29, 12:30-2 pm
Kids’ Missions

Calvary’s Lenten Preaching 
Series is back. Learn more on 
page 2.

Lily Orders for Easter will be 
taken until April 5.

Lenten Devotionals for 
individuals or families will 
be available in the Welcome 
Center

Together
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We will meet for Kids Missions on Sunday March 
29 at 12:30 pm (during the Congregational 
Conversation) in the library.

This Spring our 
emphasis is on food 
scarcity and hunger in 
the United States. We 
are collecting food for 
the Little Free Pantry at 
Caritas Village. 

I am looking forward 
to this special time of 
missional education and 
fun!

—Holly

MISSIONS

Kids' Missions
MARCH 29, 12:30-2 PM

I am part of the teaching team for the Thriving in 
Ministry program offered jointly by the Center for 
Congregational Health and Wake Forest School of 
Divinity. When the team first gathered to plan for how 
we would encourage thriving among clergy, we started 
where a lot of talk about pastoral well-being originates: 
self-care, including tending to the body, mind, spirit, and 
relationships. Though this intentionality is important, it 
is a topic that ministers can find a lot of wisdom about 
elsewhere. So we dug a little deeper. Why is it important 
that clergy thrive? Well, the team proposed, high-
functioning pastors help congregations be at their best. 
The next logical question, then, was why it is essential 
that churches live into their fullness.

That was where the team hit pay dirt. Congregations 
need to thrive because they are well-placed to partner 
with their surrounding communities to bring about more 
peace, more compassion, more justice. In other words, 
when churches are freed to focus on God's invitations to 

them, they can widen the cracks between this world—
with all its challenges—and the reign of God. 

That is why the world needs and God chooses to work 
with and through churches—to provide those glimmers 
of hope in tangible ways. Throughout our congregational 
conversations, this is what we've been pointing toward: 
what work does FBC need to do internally in order to 
thrive, which then makes it possible to work with the 
church's neighbors to increase goodness and mercy for 
all God's children? Because the church, in the end, does 
not exist just for itself. It is a vessel for the blessings God 
intends for God's beloved creations.

Thank you for your continued work toward answering 
these questions. I am grateful for your physical presence, 
spiritual insight, and emotional investment along the 
journey.

Laura

TRANSITION TEAM

From the Transition Facilitator
SIXTH CONGREGATIONAL CONVERSATION, MARCH 29

Our community enjoys a wonderful opportunity each 
year during Lent to worship together and hear some of the 
country’s finest preachers at Calvary Episcopal Church's 
Lenten Preaching Series, Tuesday-Friday at noon, through 
April 3.

This year’s series will see the return of favorites such as Rabbi 
Micah Greenstein and Rev. Dan Matthews. Other speakers 
include Rev. Sonia Walker from First Congregational Church, 
and Kaitlin Curtice, a Native American Christian speaker and 
author from Atlanta, GA. 

Weekly speakers will be listed in our Worship Guide. Details 
are also available on the Calvary website: 
 https://calvarymemphis.org/learn/lenten-preaching-series/

And, of course, enjoy lunch before or after the service at the 
Waffle Shop.

LENT

Calvary Lenten Preaching Series
TUESDAY-FRIDAYS IN LENT
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This Lent join us for Rev. Dr. Randy Hyde's sermon series titled, What Jesus Said . . . Each sermon will focus on Jesus' 
lesson on each topic.

Sunday, March 1: First Sunday in Lent—About Temptation, Matthew 4:1-11

Sunday, March 8: Second Sunday in Lent—About Birth, John 3:1-17

Sunday, March 15: Third Sunday in Lent—About Thirst, John 4:7-15

Sunday, March 22: Fourth Sunday in Lent—About Sight, John 9:1-41

Sunday, March 29: Fifth Sunday in Lent—About Gratitude, Mark 12:41-44

Sunday, April 5: Palm Sunday—About Servanthood, John 12:12-19

Thursday, April 9: Maundy Thursday—About Betrayal, Luke 22:24-30

Sunday, April 12: Easter—About the Resurrection and the Life, John 11:1-45

LENT

Lenten Sermon Series
WHAT JESUS SAID

This year for Lent, we are offering two Lenten devotional 
guides from Salt Project. One is for individual use and 
one is for families. They will be available, beginning 
Sunday, February 23, in the Welcome Center.

Wendell Berry and the Sabbath Poetry of Lent

The whole earth is at rest, and is quiet: they break forth into 
singing.—Isaiah 14:7

In this Lenten devotional, biblical texts and simple, 
accessible practices walk hand-in-hand with Wendell 
Berry’s poetic vision of sabbath and the natural world. All 
you’ll need is your favorite Bible and Wendell Berry’s This 
Day: Collected and New Sabbath Poems. 

Week by week, we’ll walk through the woods together 
toward Easter morning, keeping sabbath as we go—with 
Wendell Berry as our guide. 

40-Day "Love Builds Up" Lenten Family Challenge

SALT’s “40-Day ‘Love Builds Up’ Family Challenge” 
is the perfect way for families of all shapes and sizes to 
strengthen spiritual muscles and emotional health during 
Lent.  We could all use a little training - and a little 
practice!

Here’s the challenge: For each of the six weeks of Lent, 
spend some time at the beginning of the week (Sunday 
night, maybe?) reading that week’s Bible passage together. 

Talk as a family about the suggested topic, using the 
devotional’s optional conversation prompts if you like. 

Commit to taking on an action or practice for that 
week - and then just watch as the Realm of God fills, 
strengthens, and beautifies your house and the world!

LENT

Lenten Devotionals
AVAILABLE FOR INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES
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Thanks to our FBC family for their participation in our 
52 Weeks and 52 Ways to Change Memphis these past two 
months. Weekly "missions moments" will be highlighted 
in Together, with weekly focus points posted on our 
Facebook page. These "moments" fall into four categories: 
prayer, giving, doing, and connecting. Our Missions 
Focuses for March are:

Mar. 1-7—Connecting: Go around your neighborhood, 
pick up trash or help your neighbors with odd jobs. 

Mar. 8-14—Doing: Participate in a clean up party at a 

local park with your church (more details to come)!

Mar. 15-21—Giving: Clean out your clothes and/or 
toys. Donate gently used business attire or toys to Family 
Promise.

Mar. 22-28—Praying: Pray for those with addictions 
who are trying to clean up their lives.

Mar. 29-Apr. 4—Letters: Write an encouraging note and 
leave it in a public place (a book at the library, magazine 
at the doctor's office, candy section at the grocery store, 
random person's locker at school, etc).

MISSIONS

52 Weeks & 52 Ways to Change Memphis
2020 MISSIONS INITIATIVE

I want to say a big THANK 
YOU to our youth for a 
wonderful Youth Sunday. 

Many of you have told me 
how meaningful it was to 
you. We are all so proud of 
our teenagers and they are 
proud to belong to us. 

Thank you for being a church 
that values the voices of its 
young people. 

Love, Holly

YOUTH IN WORSHIP

Youth Sunday
FEBRUARY 2, 11 AM

Thank you all for helping to make out 
Valentine Fundraiser a success! The 
kids had a good time creating special 
valentines for you, and we raised $365.00 
for MIFA!

MISSIONS

Kids' Missions
NOVEMBER 10, 4-5 PM

The Memorial Prayer Garden will offer the opportunity for family and individual photos Sunday, April 5, following 
worship in the Memorial Prayer Garden (located outside the north wall of the sanctuary). For questions contact 
Sandra Chandler.

PRAYER GARDEN

Palm Sunday Photos
SUNDAY, APRIL 5, FOLLOWING WORSHIP
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Beautiful lilies will again grace our Sanctuary and Welcome Center for 
Easter. Plants are $20 and may be ordered through April 5.

Name: ________________________________________________   

No. Plants ___________

Memory:____________________________________

Honor: ________________________________________________.

EASTER

Lily Order Form
LILIES CAN BE PURCHASED IN HONOR OR MEMORY OF A LOVED ONE

MEMORIALS
In memory of Warren Jordan, Jr. by

Ms. Ann Powell

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Hartsfield

Dr. & Mrs. John McCall, III

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Donnell

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Wilson

Ms. Ellen Webb

Keith & Missy Riggins

In memory of Joyce Varner by

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Smith

In memory of Dwight Spearman by

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Smith

In memory of Amy C. Ibson by

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Hartsfield

HONORARIA
In honor of Mary Ann Rogers by

Dr. & Mrs. John McCall, III

Thank you for your generous contributions 
to our Annual Missions Offering. Our 
Missions Offering goal for 2019-2020 was 
$28,000 and we surpassed it with a total of 
$40,461.16!

Thanks be to God for your generosity on 
behalf of our local and global Missions 
Partners! 

MISSIONS ALLOCATIONS

Thank you for contributing to 
the Missions Offering

Please join us in reading Freedom Faith by Courtney Pace. Freedom Faith 
is the first full-length critical study of Rev. Dr. Prathia Hall. Freedom 
Faith focuses on Hall’s intellectual and theological development and her 
radiating influence on such figures as Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and 
early generations of womanist scholars. 

We will gather to discuss as a group with Courtney on March 23 at 
7 pm. If interested in joining, please contact Julie Richardson or the 
church office for more information.

BOOK CLUB

FBC's Book Club
MARCH 23, 7 PM

Join other First Baptist members and the 
Ministry staff in the Welcome Center 
on Sunday, March 1, for that first cup of 
coffee/tea/hot chocolate and a pastry, and 
enjoy a time of fellowship with family and 
friends from 9-9:45 am.

Our First Cup Gathering is held on the 
first Sunday of each month.

FELLOWSHIP

First Cup Gathering
MARCH 1, 9 AM
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